Service of the Word — All Saints’ Day
November 1, 2020
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Roanoke, VA

PRELUDE: Shall We Gather at the River — arr. Robert Hobby
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

THANKSGIVING FOR DEPARTED SAINTS

P Let us remember all the saints before God.
We praise and bless you, O holy Trinity. You have taught your church that it is an ageless communion of
saints. We thank you for gathering those who faithfully waited in hope for the redemption you promised,
and now for adding us who celebrate the love of Christ for the redemption of the world. Prepare a place for
us among those who are already with you. Help us remember them as an encouragement to saintly living,
exciting us to love, in anticipation of an eternal reunion. With them we praise and bless you, O holy Trinity.

C Amen

P Jesus says, Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for | am gentle and humble in heart,
C and you will find rest for your souls.

P For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

C And you will find rest for your souls.

P O God, we remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you on earth,
who now rest from their labors:

Judith C. Clayton
Sidney Guy Miller
Norman Anthony Underwood
Wanda Slocum Wills

Keep us in union with all your saints, and bring us with them to the joyous feast of heaven;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen

FIRST READING: Revelation 7:9-17
A reading from Revelation

After this | looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes
and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches
in their hands. °They cried out in a loud voice, saying,

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
1 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on
their faces before the throne and worshiped God, *?singing,

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom

and thanksgiving and honor

and power and might

be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”



13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come
from?” 11 said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come
out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
3For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
8They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
Yfor the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

P The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM: Behold the Host Arrayed in White

Behold the host arrayed in white like thousand snowclad mountains bright,
that stands with palms and sings its psalms before the throne of light!
These are the saints who kept God’s word; they are the honored of the Lord.
He is their prince who drowned their sins, so they were cleansed, restored.
They now serve God both day and night; they sing their songs in endless light.
Their anthems ring when they all sing with angels shining bright.
- text by Hans Brorson, tr. Gracia Grindal

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-3
A reading from First John.

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The
reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we
will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we
will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

P The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12
P The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5" chapter
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

YWhen Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. ?Then
he began to speak, and taught them, saying:

3%“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

>“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

%“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

"“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8<Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

%<Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

10«Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
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11«Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely
on my account. ?Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted
the prophets who were before you.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the church, the
world, and all in need.

Lord of all the saints, we praise you for evangelists and martyrs whose sacrifices witness to your gospel across
time and space. Inspire us by their courage to carry our faith to new people and places around us.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Lord of every place, the universe proclaims your greatness from generation to generation. Bless the work of
naturalists, conservationists, and park rangers who train our attention to the wonders of the world you have
made. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Lord of every nation, guide this country—red states and blue states, rural voters and urban voters, young and
old—as we share in another national election. Kindle hearts eager to understand our common needs and seek
our common good. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Lord of every blessing, your Son’s blessing came to those living with poverty, grief, hunger, thirst, and
persecution. Shape our vision of the saints to match his own. Awaken in us your call to serve all who suffer. We
pray for those who are ill, hospitalized, having surgery, or recovering: Christie Scott and John Holt. We pray
for those we name before you now. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Lord of every venture, anoint us with the missionary spirit of the early church. Bless all new missions of our
synod. Empower testimony from new communities of faith to shape a diverse witness to your saving power.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Lord of every time, countless are the multitudes you have called by name and gathered to yourself. Comfort us
as we grieve those who have died in the past year. In faith, may we join with them in ceaseless praise. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation around
your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.



THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Let us pray.

O God of justice and love,

we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.

Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory forever.

Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

PRAYER FOR OUR TIME

Let us pray.

God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we continue to face uncertainties
around coronavirus. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who are currently sick or in isolation.
Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them
at great risk. Guide us and our leaders as we consider how best to continue to respond in our families,
congregations, workplaces, and communities. Be with us in these days when gathering together as often as we
would like is not possible. When we must be apart for reasons of safety, we trust that you surround us with your
sheltering wings. Encourage us in connecting as we are able, reaching out to our neighbors in need and being
persistent in prayer. Give us courage to face these days not with fear but with compassion, concern, and acts of
service, trusting that you abide with us always; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

BLESSING

May the God of all creation,

in whose image we are made,

who claims us and calls us beloved,
who strengthens us for service,

give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

be with you today and always.

Amen



SENDING SONG: For All the Saints
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